
Robbie’s school refused to confirm, in writing, why he was sent home 12 days before 
he died. Richards the Chemist destroyed all records of Robbie’s prescriptions, 
including Dioralyte, after his associate, Dr Mike Williams denied that Robbie had 
been vomiting and that he had prescribed Dioralyte for the vomiting. 

I also believe that every member of staff at the Ystradgynlais Group Practice in 1990 
was either aware of the post death cover up and the falsification of Robbie’s medical 
records or were complicit in the conspiracy to cover up Robbie’s death. Not one of 
them has come to me with the truth and they have turned a blind eye to an innocent 
child’s needless death and the exacerbation of almost 25 years of our grief. 

If anyone one knows any staff members who were at the Ystradgynlais Group 
Practice in 1990, any of the GPs including Dr Alun Rees, or Richards the Chemist, or 
Robbie’s former teachers and headmaster at Cynlais School, please bring this post 
to their attention. If any of them wish to tell me what they know about the systemic 
cover up of Robbie’s death or challenge any of the information below please contact 
me at 138 Brecon Road, Ystradgynlais, Swansea SA9 1QN. I would also be happy 
to hear from their solicitors. 

Brief Summary 

On the 17th April 2015 it will be a quarter of a century since Robbie’s needless 
death. Robbie died of Addison’s disease, which is simply treated with a daily intake 
of two tablets. The sufferer can then live a full and normal life. Morriston Hospital 
suspected Addison’s disease 4 months earlier and ordered the test, which would 
have confirmed its presence. Although Addison’s invariably results in death, if 
untreated, we were not even told of the suspicion or the need for the test. However, 
the Ystradgynlais Group Practice was put on notice that Robbie could have 
Addison’s disease, that the test was ordered and instructed the GPs to re-refer 
Robbie immediately back to hospital if he became unwell. 

Between the 2nd and 17th April 1990 Robbie was seen by 5 GPs from the 
Ystradgynlais Group Practice on 7 separate occasion [Elwyn Hughes, Nicola Flower, 
Mike Williams, Paul Boladz, Keith Hughes and twice by Nicola Flower again on the 
day of death]. His symptoms were pain in his throat and jaw, weakness, abdominal 
pain, weight loss, vomiting, dehydration, low blood pressure, irritation and 
dangerously low blood sugar all of which are absolutely characteristic of Addison’s 
disease and what is known medically as an Addisonian Crisis, which is fatal if 
untreated. Although these 5 GPs examined Robbie 7 times in 15 days not one of 
them did any tests to identify the low blood sugar and/or low blood pressure. 

They all claimed Robbie was not seriously ill even when he had excessive weight 
loss, was too weak to stand up, had to be carried into and out of the Community 
Hospital, 2 days before he died, and had been unconscious on the day of death. The 
day before Robbie died, when he was critically ill, Dr Keith Hughes said he would 
test Robbie’s blood sugar level. His test strips were out of date so he decided it 
wasn’t necessary. Keith Hughes then delayed blood tests ordered by Paul Boladz for 
the following day, to the day after, by which time Robbie would be dead. Keith 
Hughes also refused our request for Robbie to be admitted to hospital. 



Out of the 7 consultations only Mike Williams actually read Robbie’s thin medical file 
and the crucial information from the hospital about the suspicion of Addison’s 
disease and test. This was 6 days before death, after which, he said to Diane and I 
he would re-refer Robbie immediately back to the hospital, exactly what he had been 
instructed to do. Mike Williams didn’t tell us about his knowledge of Addison’s 
disease being suspected, or that the test was needed notwithstanding Robbie’s life 
was in grave danger. Mike Williams didn’t attempt to make the referral back to 
hospital until after he was aware Robbie had already died. 

On the day Robbie died he was being assisted to the toilet, by his mother, when he 
slipped unconscious to the floor. I immediately telephoned the health centre and 
requested that a GP immediately attend. Nicola Flower came out by which time 
Robbie had gained consciousness but was limp, had blue lips and dilated pupils. 
Unknown to us he was hours from death. Nicola Flower refused hospital admission. I 
phoned Morriston Hospital who advised me to believe in the GP but to get her out 
again if we were worried – we were also told we couldn’t bring Robbie to the Ward 
without a referral letter. We called the health centre again and Nicola Flower 
returned in an obvious mood. She again refused hospital admission but relented 
after a heated argument. She then refused my request for an ambulance, threw the 
referral letter at me, and stormed out of our house without a thought or care for 
Robbie. 

By the time we got Robbie to Morriston Hospital, in my car, just 30 minutes later, our 
beautiful son took his last breath in my presence and was later declared dead. The 
child wasn’t cold on his deathbed and the medical profession were conspiring to 
cover up their gross negligence. 

A couple of years ago a gentleman with diagnosed Addison’s disease contacted me 
as he had not been diagnosed until it was almost too late to save his life. He said 
this: 

“I too nearly died from Addison’s disease. I was 15 years old 5.8inches tall and 5 
stone when I was finally taken into hospital. I could not stand up without being held 
up, I could not move under my own steam and I had to be carried everywhere like a 
bag of bones. I could barely see, my head felt like it was exploding and I was 
constantly vomiting. I was apparently within 1 to 2 hours of my death and by then I 
was well ready for it. There is no getting away from the fact that this is a terrible 
disease to die from.” 

RIP Robbie xx 

 


